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Parry Sound Montessori
Rooted in nature, growing in independence
Welcome to Parry Sound Montessori, a specially prepared "Children’s House" designed for the unique developmental needs of children ages 2.5 to 6 years old. We are so incredibly excited to bring this world-renowned level of education to our Parry Sound community, providing a space where our youngest neighbors can truly flourish. At the heart of our Casa program are the core Montessori values of independence, respect, and a deep-seated joy for learning. We believe that every child carries an "inner teacher," and our role is to provide the beautiful tools and peaceful environment they need to discover their own potential.
Whether your child is mastering a new practical life skill or diving into the wonders of mathematics and language, they are treated with the dignity and grace they deserve. We invite you to join our close-knit community, where we celebrate the "magic" of childhood and cultivate the leaders, thinkers, and explorers of tomorrow, right here in Parry Sound.
Mission Statement: Parry Sound Montessori
"To provide a nurturing and authentic Montessori environment where children aged 2.5 to 6 are empowered to follow their natural curiosity. By fostering independence, respect for others, and a deep connection to our unique Parry Sound landscape, we cultivate a lifelong love of learning and prepare each child to contribute purposefully to their world."
Our Authentic Montessori Philosophy

At Parry Sound Montessori School, each child is respected as a unique individual and treated with dignity. Special learning styles are identified; policies, procedures and practices are in place to actively promote child integration and eliminate all forms of discrimination. As Montessori teachers and Early Childhood Educators, our role is to guide, nurture, discipline, facilitate and encourage children as they grow and learn.

High quality care of children involves careful preparation of the environment, where children feel safe and have a sense of belonging. The environment provides children with both indoor and outdoor activities required for complete development. Children need to develop language, social, emotional, creative, cognitive, aesthetic, and physical skills, as well as the foundation for work habits and academics. We model and provide an environment based on love and respect for children. 

 Our Children’s House or “Casa” Program
When children are provided with concrete, developmentally appropriate materials, and activities, they use their senses to discover and experiment with all aspects of their world. Children also learn by observing their environment and the people in it.
Each child develops at his or her own pace in the prepared Montessori Environment with specially designed Montessori materials. Activities cover all aspects of child development; intellectual, physical, and social. Each activity is complete, and activities are inter-related. We provide the students with achievable challenges throughout their time at the school so that self-esteem is nurtured, and they are encouraged to even greater exploration and learning.

Practical Life
Young children have a strong urge to become independent.  Practical Life Activities help them to perfect the skills they need in daily life.  Whilst learning essential life skills, the children are also developing hand-eye coordination and the capacity to focus their attention for the entirety of an activity.  Successful completion of such tasks gives children a real sense of their own achievement and this builds their self-confidence.

Sensorial Exploration
Children are vividly aware of the world, constantly exploring it and taking in impressions through all their senses.  The Sensorial Materials encourage children to order and classify the physical properties of the world they live in.  These activities stimulate and develop the senses, refining children’s powers of observation, perception, exploration, and communication.





Our Commitment to Families
We view parents as our essential partners. We commit to transparent communication, parent education evenings, and a collaborative approach to supporting each child’s unique journey from the Casa years into the wider world.
we provide a nurturing and authentic Montessori environment where children aged 2.5 to 6 are empowered to follow their natural curiosity. By fostering independence, respect for others, and a deep connection to our unique Parry Sound landscape, we cultivate a lifelong love of learning and prepare each child to contribute purposefully to their world

Services
Parry Sound Montessori is licensed by the Ministry of Education and offers a Montessori Casa program for children ages 2.5 years – 6 years old. We spend a minimum of 2 hours/day outdoors and have quiet time/nap in the afternoon for our casa students.
All children are offered lunch and two snacks that are prepared in-house.
A comprehensive schedule, including times, specific activities, and menus, is available for parents/guardians
Program dates and times
Our casa program operates Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., September – June. 
We are closed for 2 weeks for Christmas, 1 week for march break and all statutory holidays. 
There will be a “summer camp” program offered for July and August Monday to Friday 8:00am – 5:00 pm


	CWELCC discounts will be applied for as long as PSM is opted into the CWELCC program. Children who are 6 are ineligible for CWELCC funding during summer camp in July and August.

	
	

	
	







Admission 
All children are welcome at PSM but before a child can be accepted to our program parents will need to return the following paperwork
· Registration agreement / Financial contract
· Enrollment application
· Medical form and coy of immunization
· Copy of birth certificate and passport
· Media release and disclaimer
· Pre-authorized payment agreement
When you enroll your child, you are committing to paying the tuition for the entire academic year. Refunds will not be given for early withdrawal. Even if you pay through monthly installments, you are undertaking to pay the full tuition. If you withdraw your child early, any outstanding tuition for the entire school year is expected one month prior to withdrawal.  Here is a link to our   2025-26 Fee Structure and subsidy information.
· Fees are paid by Pre-Authorized Debit.  Cash payments can be made with an appointment with the registrar.  Fees may be paid in full if preferred.
· **In the event that a family has overpaid, a refund will be issued promptly.

Fee schedule
Full time 5/days yearly tuition $15,000 (monthly $1500) ($22/day CWELLCC)***
No part time spaces available at this time 
Students may not start attending Parry sound Montessori until all registration forms are complete and they have toured the campus with their Parent/Guardian. A deposit equal to the first month’s fee is required prior to commencement. This will serve as payment for the first month. Payment of fees will be debited on the 1st of each month for that current month. When a child starts mid-way through the month and a withdrawal date is missed, that month’s fees will be debited along with the following month’s fees. Full monthly fees are required irrespective of days missed for vacations, illness, closures, or statutory holidays. The monthly fee covers both actual care and the guaranteed space. Credit will not be given for any missed days. Tax receipts are issued as requested in February/March of each year. For late pick-ups, a $5 fee will be charged at 5:01 and $1 for every minute after. The late fee will be billed directly to the parents’ account. 



Missed payments
A $100 service charge is applied for NSF payments and will be due prior to the child returning in the form of cash or cheque 

School Closures
PSM will be closed the listed dates below 2026*
· Thanksgiving Oct 10 & 13
· Christmas Dec 22 – January 2nd
· Family Day February 16th
· March Break March 13 – 20th
· Easter April 3 – 6th
· Victoria Day May 18th
The school will also be closed in addition on the following days for educators’ personal development days to ensure they are able to continue to grow, learn and develop the care for your children 
· September 26th
· January 30th
· April 17th
· May 15th
· June 5th
· November 14th


Photographs/Social Media 
At Parry Sound Montessori, we believe in telling the story of our School to our parents and families. We encourage the celebration of success through photographs and video. These photos and videos are the property of the school and will not be used in any promotional advertising without prior parental consent.  They may, however, be displayed throughout the school in various classrooms, or uploaded onto our websites or social media pages. We occasionally upload a photo celebrating a child’s success on our Instagram or Facebook page. It is assumed that, after signing the media consent form, parents have no objection to their child being photographed or videoed by the school staff or a fellow parent in the event of a special occasion being celebrated at the school.










Health Policy
Prevention of illness is the basis of our Health Policy.  To ensure the best possible environment for each child’s development, we must insist that all parents strictly adhere to our school’s health policies. Prior to admission, each child must be immunized as recommended by the local Medical Officer of Health and must also submit a record of immunization.

Children who are ill must not be brought to school, as the day is too demanding for a sick child.  Parents must find alternative care for a child who is ill or who has a contagious disease.  Young children are still building their immunities.  A child who is not well is especially prone to infection and communicable disease.  

Upon your child’s arrival at school, the teacher will carry out a regular health inspection of your child.   As requested by the Department of Health, the teacher has the right to refuse admittance if your child appears sick.  If the child has been admitted and is showing signs of illness that may affect the health of others, parents will be contacted immediately and will be required to pick up their child as soon as possible.  In the interim, the child will be isolated.  

Illness
Any child who shows signs of the following illnesses must be withdrawn as soon as possible and may not return without a doctor’s written consent.

If your child is too ill to participate in the outdoor program, he/she is too ill to be at school.  Our health policy regarding fever and vomiting is as follows:  

Fever: Children who experience a temperature of 37.8C or more, for a period of 30 minutes or longer, may not remain at school.  Parents will be notified and asked to pick up their child as soon as possible.  Children should remain at home for 24 hours after the fever has cleared and must be well before returning to school (i.e., they must be able to participate fully in the indoor and outdoor daily program).  

Vomiting: Vomiting is a sign of stomach irritation or communicable disease.  Parents will be asked to come and pick up their child from the school if he/she has vomited that day.  Children should remain at home for 48 hours after vomiting has stopped.  The child must be well before returning to the school (i.e., must be able to participate fully in the indoor and outdoor daily program). During an outbreak at the school, the child will not be admitted to the school until 48 hours after vomiting has stopped.     






Diarrhea is a sign of infection or irritation in the digestive tract.  If a child is suffering from diarrhea (bowel movements that appear watery or greenish and/or are much more frequent than usual) he/she must be kept at home.  If a child experience two loose or runny movements at school, he/she will also be sent home. The child will not be admitted to the school until 48 hours after he/she is symptom free, or a doctor determines he/she is not infectious.  During an outbreak in the school the child will not be admitted to the school until 48 hours after he/she is symptom free.  

Tiredness is also a health concern.  A tired child is prone to infection and communicable disease.  Please ensure that your child has adequate rest and a reasonable length of time at school.  Although we are open from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., we suggest that your child’s day be not much longer than your own working/school day.  
It is required that the children play outdoors every day. 

 Pink Eye The signs and symptoms of pink eye are as follows: ∗ Redness & swelling of the eye(s) followed by a copious discharge of pus.   ∗ Swelling may be followed by an itch, which may cause discomfort.  ∗ One or both eyes may be affected.  Any child who shows signs of this contagious illness must be withdrawn from school as soon as possible and may not return until discharge is no longer present and until 24 hours after start of treatment.  A doctor’s note is required for readmission.  

Rubella: The signs and symptoms of Rubella or German Measles are: ∗ Low-grade fever (38.5C) ∗ Headache ∗ Cough, runny nose and swollen glands at the back of the neck.   ∗ Red eyes   ∗ The rash appears as mottled or tiny raised spots, which spread from the face and the neck to the entire body over 12-24 hours. This disease is most communicable for 7 days before and 4 days after the rash appears.  A child may return to school on the 7th day after the rash appeared with a doctor’s note stating that the child is no longer able to transmit the disease to others.    

Mumps: The signs and symptoms are: ∗ Enlargement of the salivary glands. Possible swelling of the cheeks and face. The swelling usually begins on one side then may start on the other side in 2 or 3 days or may not develop at all.  ∗ Chills, headache, fever and abdominal pain may occur. The child will be re-admitted 9 days after the onset of swelling.  A doctor’s consent for return to school will be required.  

Impetigo: The signs are symptoms are: ∗ The appearance of small fluid filled blisters leading to brownish crusts, especially around the mouth and nose, but may occur anywhere on the body.  A secondary infection may develop from scratching. A child may return to school after 24 hours of receiving treatment and lesions on skin must be covered.  A doctor’s note is required.  

Chicken Pox: The signs and symptoms are ∗ A fever and headache followed by rash, which is described as crops of blisters turning into scabs which appear over several days.  The child experiences itching for about 4 days.   The child may remain in school providing they are well enough to participate in the full program.  A doctor’s note will be required. 

The above is only a sample of the many contagious diseases.  For a full list, please refer to the Public Health list of reputable diseases that is posted for your information.  Exclusion of your child from school may be necessary, as deemed by Public Health.  It is our policy to abide by and adhere to all Public Health recommendations.   

Administration of Medication
Our staff will administer prescription drugs to children in their care in accordance with provincial legislation.  This will require all parents to provide the following:  

∗ Written authorization, including dosage and times, for any medication that is to be given. 
∗ Medication in the original container clearly labeled with the child’s name, name of drug, the dosage, the date, and the instructions for storage and directions for administration of the drug. 
∗ No expired medication will be administered to the child. 
∗ The child’s parent complete, with Dr’s signature, a Medication and Drug Administration Record form and the parent must hand the medication to a staff member directly. 
∗ The staff cannot administer cough medicines, vitamins, decongestants, aspirin or any other non-prescription medication.  In special circumstances exceptions to this policy may be made, but only on the written instructions of a doctor. Doctor’s notes are valid for six months; a new one must be obtained after this time to continue administering ongoing medications 
∗ All children require written consent from a parent for the administration of Sunscreen and Medicated Diaper Rash Cream
*Unused medication or empty containers will be returned to the parent to dispose of when the cycle is complete.

Emergencies
All our staff are required to have standard first aid training with Child and Infant CPR component.  If a serious accident or illness occurs to a child enrolled in our school, the teacher on duty will promptly: obtain and/or administer emergency medical assistance and notify the parent/guardian of the child.  An emergency medical treatment authorization is required prior to enrolment as part of the Medical Form and emergency Cards.  We must be informed promptly of any change affecting emergency contacts. If you change your cell, home, or work telephone number please let us know so that we can update the information on your child’s emergency card.

Power Outages
In the instance of power outages, if the power is not reinstalled within 1 hour after outage parents will be contacted to pick up their children. The school will not be allowed to operate without power for health and safety reasons. Handwashing, food preparation and overall cleanliness cannot be maintained without power for water pumps that control our water supply. The temperature cannot be maintained without power which may result in below or above comfortable temperatures

Fires
All our staff and students are required to conduct “practice” fire drills once monthly. In the case of a real fire evacuation the staff and students will be prepared for evacuations. Staff and students will evacuate to designated location until it is deemed safe to re-enter by fire department
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Evacuation Plan
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